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‘‘enormous interest, especially among school
children who are following the expedition as
part of their studies,’’ according to Freddy
Neuman, whose public relations agency is
handling media inquiries about the trip. The ef-
fort unites TV2 with the Ministry of Education
in a project to teach young Danes about
Greenland.

Crown Prince Frederik’s daring outdoor ad-
venture teaches schoolchildren and the gen-
eral public alike about Greenland, the frigid
and thinly populated land that has been under
Danish rule for most of the last two centuries.
According to the Los Angeles Times, ‘‘Schol-
ars and scientists at the Arctic Institute and
the Danish Polar Council here say they are
thrilled that Frederik’s participation is putting
the territory, its indigenous people, and the
Greenland Patrol—which is marking its 50th
anniversary with the event—on the global
map.’’ Leif Vanggaard, a retired navy captain
and surgeon with 30 years experience treating
Arctic injuries, said of the expedition: ‘‘The TV
programs and web site and all these connec-
tions to schools make it educational as well as
functional.’’

Mr. Speaker, Crown Prince Frederik’s trek
across frigid Greenland is helping to remind

mainland Denmark of its other thinly popu-
lated, yet environmentally rich territory. The
Prince’s daily courage and dedication to his
mission and the nation are notable accom-
plishments, and an inspirational demonstration
of how a privileged young man can wisely use
his public visibility to benefit others.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, on April 1, 2000,
Mr. Alphonse Stroobants received the Charles
Sackett Heart Award from the American Heart
Association, Centra Health and the Cardiology
Associates of Central Virginia.

The Coveted Charles Sackett award was
named for Dr. Charles Sackett, whose drive
and vision for cardiac services has made a
long lasting impact on the Central Virginia
Community.

In his acceptance remarks Mr. Stroobants
spoke of his former co-workers at the medical

community, and of his many friends through
the years.

The son of a coal miner, Alphonse
Stroobants was raised in war ravaged Bel-
gium. He fled the Nazi occupation on bicycle
into France when he was nine years old in the
early 1940’s with his parents.

He immigrated to the United States in 1956
and took his first job as an apprentice for a
tool and die maker in New York state.

Responding to an ad in the newspaper, he
moved to Lynchburg in 1959. He eventually
purchased the company where he was work-
ing and grew Belgium Tool and Die into a suc-
cessful business with annual sales in excess
of twenty five-million dollars. He sold the com-
pany and retired in 1990.

Mr. Stroobants gift to Centra Health has fur-
ther assisted the development of cardiac serv-
ices for Central Virginians and the Heart Cen-
ter is named in his honor.

Long known for his generosity and competi-
tive spirit, he has remained a loyal friend to
Virginia. His love for the community is gen-
uine, and his service and philanthropy exem-
plary.

Mr. Speaker I am honored to know and
have as a friend Alphonse Stroobants.
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